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About the Project 
Goal:   

Investigate the potential of Khan Academy in developmental math 
courses and Accuplacer test preparation classes 
 

Who: 
37 faculty members 
1,226 students enrolled in DMDP-affiliated courses 

 
What: 

Summer Boot Camps (268 students) 
Developmental Math Courses (872 students) 
College-level Math Courses (39 students) 
 

Where:  
11 Institutions across five of the six New England states 

 
When: 
Summer 2013 – Spring 2015 



About Khan Academy 
•  Free, online resource  
•  Videos  
•  Practice problems in 

math and other 
subjects.  
 

•  Users can 
•  View and monitor 

progress 
•  “Coach” each other 

 
“I	liked	knowing	if	I	was	on	the	right	track	
right	away...and	the	“hints”	that	showed	

where	I	was	going	wrong...I	found	this	much	
more	helpful	than	doing	all	the	problems	at	
home	incorrectly	and	not	knowing	un;l	I	got	

my	work	back”	

“The	ability	to	watch	and	take	notes	on	how	to	
work	through	math	problems	at	my	own	pace	is	
probably	the	best	thing	about	Khan	Academy.”	



Math Boot Camps 
•  Short review sessions to prepare students for math 

placement exams 
•  2-4 weeks 

•  Often offered during the summer or winter sessions 

•  Free to students 

•  Of students with subsequent course enrollment 
information, 34% enrolled in a math course their next 
semester.   
•  48% of continuing math students enrolled in a 

developmental math course 

•  52% enrolled in a college-level math course 



Developmental Math Courses 
•  Semester-long courses 
•  Traditional lectures 

•  Modular self-paced 

•  Of students with subsequent course enrollment 
information, 47% enrolled in a math course their 
next semester.   
•  67% of continuing math students enrolled in a 

developmental math course 

•  33% enrolled in a college-level math course 



College Level Courses 

•  Khan Academy was used in introductory 
courses as a supplemental math resource for 
students. 
•  Landscape Design  

•  Nursing 

•  No generalizable relationship between Khan 
Academy usage and course grades 



Implementation Models & Tools 
•  Blended Learning Using Curriculum Maps, Playlists 

and Coach Recommendations 



Implementation Models & Tools 
•  Blended Learning Using Missions 

 
 
 
 



Lessons Learned  

•  Support from college administration matters 
•  It took faculty more than one semester to find 

the most effective approach  
•  Implementation matters, beyond the tools used 
•  Using Khan Academy required more faculty 

prep time  “I	would	like	to	hear	about	more	best	prac;ces	
from	other	teachers,	now	that	we	have	been	
going	for	a	couple	semesters.	I	know	my	way	is	

not	the	best	one”	



Lessons Learned  

•  Khan Academy isn’t for everyone (student or 
faculty); requires support and monitoring of 
changes to the website. 

•  Khan Academy alone may not be enough. 
•  Only 36% of student agreed that Khan Academy 

could replace a textbook 
•  67% agreed that Khan Academy can’t replace their 

professor “My	favorite	part	of	using	Khan	Academy	in	this	class	was	
my	professor.		She	helped	me	inside	and	out	of	the	class.		

She	clarified	things	that	Khan	Academy	couldn’t.”	

“The	prac;ce	problems	were	okay,	
but	I’d	rather	have	my	professor	

help	me	out.”	


