
Making the Case for Increasing Higher 
Education Attainment in New Hampshire 
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The Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce predicts that 65 
percent of U.S. jobs will require some form of postsecondary education by 2020. 
However, present trajectories indicate that the percentage of NH’s workforce will not reach 
that educational bar if the state does not act to make it happen. The failure to reach it will 
harm the state’s ability to attract and grow business, and will have long-term effects on the 
state’s economy and quality of life. 



2012  working age population in New Hampshire is 
highly-educated, by current national standards 
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•  46.7 percent of New Hampshire adults hold a two- or four-year 
college degree.  This is above the national average of 39.4 
percent, and puts NH sixth highest among the 50 states. 
–  10 percent of NH adults have an associate degree as their highest 

degree attained,  
–  23 percent have a bachelor’s degree 
–  13 percent have a graduate or professional degree 

•  An additional 4 percent of NH adults hold a post-secondary 
certificate with significant economic value, compared to 5 
percent of adults nationally.    

•  This puts the percentage of NH adults with a higher-
education degree or a post-secondary certificate with 
significant economic value at about 50%.  



Why raising higher educational achievement is so 
important for individuals and NH’s economy  
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•  Lower unemployment. From August 2013 to July 2014, the 
unemployment rate for those with an associate’s degree in NH was 3.5 
percent, compared to 5.1 percent for all adults in NH and for those with 
some college. The unemployment rate for adults with a bachelor’s degree 
or higher was still lower: 2.8 percent. Not surprisingly, NH has the 
seventh lowest unemployment rate in the nation. 

•  Higher income.  Post-secondary education is strongly associated with 
increased income. For example, in NH, adults with an associate degree 
earn on average 28 percent more than those with only a high school 
degree, and bachelor’s degree holders earn an average of 20 percent 
more than those with an associate degree.   

•  Stronger economy.  9 of the 10 top-ranked states in higher-education 
attainment, including New Hampshire, are among the top 13 states in per 
capita income. NH ranks 9th of 50 states in per capita income, and has 
the lowest low poverty rate in the nation. 
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50% with significant post-secondary education make the 
state a leader in higher-education attainment …but is not 

good enough  .. Time to ramp up or NH will fall behind 
 

•  50% is well below, US target of 65% (Georgetown University) 
•  NH’s rate of improvement in post-secondary achievement has 

slowed in recent years, and is now below the average US rate.   
–  Nationwide from 2008 to 2012, the percentage of American adults with an 

associate degree or higher increased by 1.5 percent, while NH’s percentage 
increased by less than half that -- .7 percent.   

•  NH since 2008 went from 3rd to 6th in higher education 
achievement.   

•  Competition with other states is not the only concern. Several 
nations that compete with NH have young adult populations with 
higher post secondary education achievement.  These include 
Canada, Japan, Korea, Ireland and the UK.   
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Various factors make it challenging to 
increase the percentage of adults with 

postsecondary education in NH  
  
  •  Declining numbers of educated adults moving into NH 

•  Declining numbers of students in the K-12 system 

•  Two NHs in educational achievement 

•   A high percentage of high school graduates who leave 
NH to attend college 

•   A population that is highly educated, but that is aging 
out of the workforce   



6 

Migrants have Higher Educational 
Attainment and In-migration has slowed  

(Dennis Delay, NEEP) 
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NH HS Graduates in decline  

•  HS Graduating class peaked around 16,000 in 2007 
•  Estimate 14,460 graduations for Class of 2013 
•  Forecast 11,500 graduations for Class of 2031 

(based on current grade 1-12 enrollments and births 
through 2011) 

•  Therefore about 20% decline from 2011 to 2030 is 
projected based on demographics  
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Metro NH significantly higher income and education than 
Rural NH.. To get to 65+% need to improve educational 

outcomes all across the state 
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Metro NH more highly educated than Rural 
NH.  Metro NH ranks in top 6 of all “states” 
in terms of higher education, drives overall 

NH rankings. Rural NH below US Median 
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To get to 65+%  

•   Need to increase post secondary 
matriculation and achievement in rural 
areas and in “under achieving” high 
schools   
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HIGH SCHOOLS  BELOW STATE WIDE POST SECONDARY 
MATRICULATION AVERAGE  In Higher Ed  
High School	   Graduates	   Enrolled 	   IHE Rate	  
Nashua High School North	   458	   261	   57.0%	  
Lebanon High School	   171	   97	   56.7%	  
Groveton High School	   30	   17	   56.7%	  
Winnacunnet High School	   304	   170	   55.9%	  
Kearsarge Regional High School	   180	   100	   55.6%	  
Milford High School	   225	   125	   55.6%	  
Plymouth Regional High School	   191	   106	   55.5%	  
Raymond High School	   110	   61	   55.5%	  
Lin-Wood Public School (High)	   29	   16	   55.2%	  
Colebrook Academy	   31	   17	   54.8%	  
Littleton High School	   57	   31	   54.4%	  
Moultonborough Academy	   56	   30	   53.6%	  
Sunapee Sr. High School	   28	   15	   53.6%	  
Belmont High School	   101	   54	   53.5%	  
Virtual Learning Academy (H)	   15	   8	   53.3%	  
Laconia High School	   203	   107	   52.7%	  
Pembroke Academy	   224	   117	   52.2%	  
Manchester Memorial High School	   435	   227	   52.2%	  
Kingswood Regional High School	   239	   124	   51.9%	  
Conval Regional High School	   230	   116	   50.4%	  
Prospect Mountain High School	   123	   62	   50.4%	  
Fall Mountain Regional High School	   145	   73	   50.3%	  
Winnisquam Regional High School	   114	   57	   50.0%	  
Dover Senior High School	   365	   180	   49.3%	  
Newfound Regional High School	   99	   48	   48.5%	  
Conant High School	   132	   63	   47.7%	  
Spaulding High School	   312	   145	   46.5%	  
Mascenic Regional High School	   112	   52	   46.4%	  
Keene High School	   382	   176	   46.1%	  
Manchester West High School	   283	   130	   45.9%	  
Mascoma Valley Regional High School	   112	   51	   45.5%	  
Somersworth High School	   152	   69	   45.4%	  
Woodsville High School	   62	   28	   45.2%	  
Franklin High School	   98	   44	   44.9%	  
Pittsfield High School	   36	   16	   44.4%	  
Kennett High School	   233	   101	   43.4%	  
Stevens High School	   128	   53	   41.4%	  
Farmington Senior High School	   92	   37	   40.2%	  
Monadnock Regional High School	   132	   53	   40.2%	  

Totals New Hampshire 	   14,964	   8,691	   58.1%	  



Migration of NH High School Graduates 
out of State (Pell Institute)  

•  46% of college freshman leave NH to go 
to college out of state 

•  Compares to 18% nationally 
•  NH has second highest (after Vermont) 

percentage going out of state to college  
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NH’s Community Colleges Role  
 

•  CCSNH Board is committed to 65 by 25  
–  Specific % and target date changing with dynamic 

technology & knowledge based economy 
–  The strong need to “ramp up” workforce skills .. i.e., 

advance higher educational achievement rapidly … is 
clear.  It is increasingly important to individual and the 
state’s economic well-being    

•  As part of this commitment, CCSNH is working 
closely with K-12 & USNH and others to create 
strong pathways for students to attain economically 
meaningful post-secondary credentials in NH and to 
work with older adults with no or some college  



CCSNH Strategic Initiatives  
–  Increase enrollment by addressing affordability and 

strategic approach  
–  Enable credit transfers and course and program sharing 

across 7 colleges   
–  Focus on programs aligned with the NH economy and 

economic opportunity, e.g., STEM fields and advanced 
manufacturing 

–  Improve persistence and completion 
–  Address the unique needs of our rural colleges 
–  Strengthen pathways from high school to 4 year transfer 

institutions and employment 
–  Improve collection, analysis, and communication of data to 

support our attainment goals 
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To reach 65 by 25   
  

 
•  Essential to make higher education more affordable.   
•  The percent of NH community college funding from 

public (state and local) resources has averaged 
approximately 30 percent in recent years. The national 
average is over 50 percent.    

•  NH’s community colleges are committed to lowering 
tuition, with help from the state.  This academic year 
(2014-2015) -- aided by state support -- NH was the 
only state in the nation to lower community college 
tuition.  The price of a community college education will 
have to be lowered further if more NH high school 
graduates are to attend college in New Hampshire.  



To Grow Enrollment 

•  To achieve this goal, it will be necessary to enhance 
recruitment, including targeting populations: 
–  Those who have not tended to go on to higher education, 

because of high costs and other barriers.. Both traditional and 
non-traditional/older learners  

–  Those who have attended college out of state, because of 
NH’s high costs and the lack of understanding about quality 
and opportunities at colleges in NH 
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CCSNH Scorecard 
 

•  The CCSNH 65 by 25 scorecard is our 
roadmap to being a partner in rising the 
state’s higher education achievement 

•  It guides and inspires our work and allows 
us to document and assess our progress. 

•  To date, scorecard reporting shows that 
CCSNH is exceeding targets   
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CCSNH SCORECARD  

CCSNH	  SCORECARD	  65	  by	  25	  
2013	   2014	   	  	   2015	   2020	   2025	  

actual	   actual	   	  	   goal	   goal	   goal	  

Degrees	  and	  Cer@ficates	  Awarded	   2,256	   2,395	   6.2%	   2,500	   3,300	   4,520	  

Total	  Enrollment	   27,373	  27,765	   1.4%	   30,000	   33,000	   37,000	  

STEM	  Degrees	  Awarded	  (NCES	  defini@on)	   219	   288	   31.5%	   241	   353	   520	  

Comple@on	  Rate	  from	  2	  year	  colleges	  (6	  year	  rate	  CCSNH	  cohort)	   29.0%	   30.6%	   5.5%	   30.0%	   33.0%	   37.0%	  

Comple@on	  Rate	  from	  4	  year	  	  colleges	  (6	  year	  rate	  CCSNH	  cohort)	   9.0%	   10.2%	   13.3%	   10.0%	   13.0%	   10.5%	  

Postsecondary	  Matricula@on	  Rate	  from	  NH	  High	  Schools	  to	  CCSNH	   15%	   TBD	   	  	   17%	   17%	   17%	  



Making the Case for Increasing Higher 
Education Attainment in New Hampshire 
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