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“The	Perfect	Storm”	
	

§ High	Percentages	of	jobs	requiring	a	college	educaEon	
§ Growth	in	jobs	that	require	a	college-educated	workforce	
§ Declines	in	college-age	populaEon	
§ Persistent	low	college	compleEon	rates	
§ Persistent	gaps	in	college	enrollment	and	compleEon	
among	growing	underserved	populaEons.	
	
Public	Higher	Educa=on	in	MassachuseNs	has	
been	grappling	with	rela=vely	flat	student	
outcomes	at	a	=me	in	which	the	demand	for	
college	degrees	is	perpetually	increasing.								
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72%	of	jobs	will	require	
postsecondary	educaEon	

Growth	in	Jobs	that	Require	a	College-Educated	
Workforce:	2010–2020	

Source:	“Job	Growth	and	EducaEon	Requirements	Through	2020”,	Georgetown	Center	on	EducaEon	and	the	Workforce	
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Consensus	Among	MulEple	ProjecEons	

40000	
45000	
50000	
55000	
60000	
65000	
70000	
75000	
80000	

2000	 2005	 2010	 2015	 2020	 2025	

N
um

be
r	H

ig
h	
Sc

ho
ol
	G
ra
du

at
es

	

100,000	

120,000	

140,000	

160,000	

180,000	

200,000	

220,000	

2000	 2005	 2010	 2015	 2020	 2025	

Fa
ll	
H
ea

dc
ou

nt
	

Donahue:	Public	Higher	Ed	Enrollments	WICHE:	High	School	Graduates	

NCES:	2010-2023	Change	in		
Public	High	School	Graduates	

Decline	5%	or	more	
Decline	up	to	5%	
Grow	up	to	5%	
Grow	5%	or	more	



8	

LaEnos	are	the	
Only	HS	

Graduates	
Expected	

Significantly	to	
Increase	

Source: Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education, 2012. 
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Strategies	to	Address	Declines	
“The	Big	Three”	
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§  Dev’l	Math		
Experiment	
Launched	

§  System-wide	
Transfer	Pathways		
Developed	for		
Six	Majors	

§  Guided	Pathways	
to	Success	

§  Low-Income	
Males	/	Males	of	
Color	
§  Cross-agency	work	
w/	EEC	and	ESE	

§  Pilot	in		
Gateway	Cities	

–  Study	of	
Enrollment	
PotenEal	Among	
Underserved	
Groups	

–  Financial	Aid	
Review	and	
Redesign		

Boost	College	
Completion	Rates	

Close	Achievement	
Gaps	

Attract	&	Graduate	
More	Students	from	
Underserved	
Populations	

Strategies	to	Address	Declines	
“The	Big	Three”	
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