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VETERANS WITH TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY

ENSURING SUCCESS IN HIGHER EDUCATION
A NEW ENGLAND SYMPOSIUM

DESCRIPTION
Veterans of the Iraq/Afghanistan war (OIF/OEF Veterans) often experience numerous challenges in transitioning from the battlefield to home, in reintegrating into civilian life, and in determining and achieving future goals, which may include enrollment in a college/university program. A significant number of Veterans who have enrolled in a higher education program have not achieved successful outcomes, evidenced in their poor performance, their failing to complete their chosen program of study and/or withdrawing from school. While numerous factors may have contributed to these unsatisfactory results, traumatic brain injury (TBI), considered the “signature injury” among OIF/OEF Veterans, and most often related to exposure to blast events (i.e., improvised explosive devices), may represent one of the undiagnosed/unidentified and unaddressed combat-related consequences, which serves to compromise performance in an academic program.

This symposium will provide participants with an understanding of:
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        The causes and consequences of combat-related TBI
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Post-traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), depression and other co-occurring conditions exhibited by OIF/OEF Veterans, and implications with respect to transition and participation in a college/university program

Recommended neuropsychological assessment approaches to diagnose the cognitive-behavioral symptoms associated with TBI


Strategies regarding the utilization of neuropsychological test findings to develop cognitive rehabilitation and other interventions to facilitate learning and academic performance

Best practices guidelines for college/universities, with respect to meeting the needs of Veterans with TBI
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PRESENTERS
YELENA BOGDANOVA, Ph.D.: Assistant Professor (Psychiatry), Boston University School of Medicine; Clinical Neuropsychologist, Psychology Research, VA Boston Healthcare System
BRIE INSALACO, Ph.D.: Clinical Neuropsychology Consultant, Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission (Brain Injury & Statewide Specialized Community Services);
Clinical Neuropsychologist, Sports Concussion New England

TERENCE KEARNEY, JR.: OIF/OEF Veteran
KEVIN LAMBERT: Director of Special Population Programs and Services,
Massachusetts Department of Veterans Services

FRANCESCA LaVECCHIA, Ph.D.: Chief Neuropsychologists, Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission (Brain Injury & Statewide Specialized Community Services); Assistant Adjunct Professor (Psychiatry), Boston University School of Medicine.

NEAL McGRATH, Ph.D.:  Clinical Neuropsychology Consultant, Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission (Brain Injury & Statewide Specialized Community Services); Clinical Director, Sports Concussion New England
SAMUEL OHANNESIAN: Manager of Veterans’ Affairs and Enrollment Services; Salem State University
MARYBETH O’SULLIVAN: Commander, Navy Nurse Corps (Retired); Outreach Advisor, Upward Bound, University of Massachusetts, Boston
GIDELINA PINEDA: Peer Specialist, Statewide Housing Advocacy for Reintegration and Prevention (SHARP), Massachusetts Department of Veterans Services
TERRIE RAPOSA, MSW, LICSW: Civilian Case Manager, Office of the State Surgeon, NH Army National Guard
WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

This program has been designed for staff who work in college and university programs, including faculty, disability services, counseling, Upward Bound, and Veterans’ Center staff.

WHEN:
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2012



8:00 - 4:30 PM

WHERE:
SALEM STATE UNIVERSITY


ELLISON CAMPUS CENTER


352 LAFAYETTE STREET



SALEM, MA 01970

FEES:
 None. This program is co-sponsored and funded by the Massachusetts

Rehabilitation Commission (Brain Injury and Statewide Specialized Community Services) and the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA Grant # H21MC06737-04-01), in collaboration with the New England Collaborative for Veterans with Traumatic Brain Injury and Salem State University.

REGISTRATION

To register, go to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/veterans_symposium
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION:  MAY 30, 2012
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For additional information: Contact Felisha Bennett at the

Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission at: felisha.bennett@state.ma.us
